My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I hope this letter finds you well and I pray that the peace and joy of Jesus may be with you. God bless each of you as much as he has blessed me. I also pray the upcoming school term does not overstress or overwork you.

I am your president by your vote. Let me repeat that. I am your president by your vote. I am your servant. I am here for you. While I may be your leader for some finite amount of time, Jesus Christ is our leader for eternity.

This is what offer each of you. I offer you my dedication to God and to our organization known as MALSM. I offer my voice to represent us as Christians and as Lutherans wherever I go. I offer you my service and my loyalty. You have placed your trust in me and I will do my absolute best to honor and uphold that trust – always! I offer you my ears and my heart so that I will not only hear you voice but that I may hear it with compassion and love. I offer you my hand so that we may work in partnership and friendship to fulfill the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the mission of MALSM.  I also offer my hand so that when times get tough and difficult, and they will, we may be there to help one another through it. I offer my prayers for you and for this organization. I mean this as more than lip service. If you would ever like me to pray for you or with you, or have MASLM lift you up in its’ prayers, please let me know!

So these are the things I offer to you. I would like to ask some things of you. I ask that you serve and help your area rep. They are working hard to serve you the best they can and could always use a hand. I ask that you be in open communication with your rep, with me, and with the board. I ask you to keep all of us in your regular prayers. If you ever have a concern please inform one of the board members. If we do not know, we cannot act. I ask that you read each MALSM email or message that comes to you. In return I will not fill your inbox with extra items from MALSM.  Finally, the most difficult thing I will ask of you is this: I ask that each of you make MALSM a priority. 

We are, as an organization, a member of the body of Christ. We are here to serve and glorify the Lord in all we do, and when possible have fun doing it. I can see nothing more important than that mission. I know we are all students and therefore time and money are rarely in our grasp, and I further realize that as active Christians you, more than any other group are most likely involved in many more campus related activities than others around you. And so I know it’s difficult to put MALSM high on your “to do list” but remember the Great Commission, remember the service, the love, the hope, the fellowship and the peace we can spread as disciples of Christ. With each decision you make remember that you as an individual and as a part of this body may be an answer to a prayer.
I look forward to sharing in a great year with you. Our elections went so well for a reason. I believe that reason will soon show that this is going to be a truly wonderful year. The board is great and I look forward to working with them as closely as possible. They are fully equipped to serve you and to serve Christ. Help me make it a truly phenomenal year! Together and with God we accomplish astounding things.

Your Servant in Christ,

Joshua Kelly

MALSM President
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  Joshua 24:15b
