Outreach reflections

by Ben Krey

My two most successful LSM outreach projects were the LCMS Orlando Gathering and the New England Synod’s youth gathering at Hammonasset State Park and Beach.  There is a detailed report on LSM’s Orlando Gathering project, so this reflection deals primarily with Hammonasset.

The New England Synod does not have an active LYO.  However, each year in September, over 900 people attend a volunteer-run synod youth event at Hammonasset State Park and Beach.  750 of the participants are in high school.

In 2003, NELSM asked for space to put up a booth.  Jeff Kane, a NELSM alum, suggested that NELSM also volunteer to man the tie-dye booth.  NELSM handed out 100’s of yo-yos and dyed dozens of shirts.  The Bishop of the New England Synod was very happy to see our presence at the event!  (Huge bonus!)

In 2004, I joined the Hammo planning committee.  All I did was ask if I could attend.  Paul Ericsson called me to ask what LSM wanted to accomplish at these meetings.  At the first meeting I attended, Paul told the group “Ben said, ‘whatever we can do to help.’  And that told me that this would be a great relationship.”

There are about 10 meetings a year.  I did not join until early spring and only sat in on 4 or 5 of the meetings.  However, I became friends with planning committee members and made great contacts with youth ministers throughout the New England Synod and even made contacts with region 7 youth gathering personnel.

At the final two meetings of the year, the planning committee asked for my permission to include LSM in the Hammo booklet.  Unfortunately, I was unable to make the actual event because the LSM National Council meeting was scheduled over the same weekend.  Jordan and Amanda did attend Hammo, ran the tie-dye workshop again, and were invited on stage by the Hammo Planning Committee to talk about LSM in front of everyone.
Amanda’s email to me after the event: 

Hammonassett was a blast! We worked with the youth tie-dying which was a lot of fun, although my fingers are still dyed!  We had the yo-yo's out then and asked people to take them, but they were kind of slow moving.  Then around 4 we got to jump on stage really quick.  Jordan and I were like Abbott and Costello … you would have been proud.  After that little ditty, many people approached us asking for yo-yo's and we got a couple names and addresses for our list.  One woman came up to me and hugged me saying "I think what you're doing is wonderful, that is the time most young people fall off the planet as far as the church is concerned so I think what you're doing is very important." That made me feel good!  Jordan had to leave shortly after and I walked back to my campsite with the yo-yo's. I was stopped maybe ten times by people who wanted yo-yo's and to talk.  Someone actually came and found me at my tent!  I carried yo-yo's with me the rest of the time I was there and many were handed out.  I still have some left, but I think Hammo was extremely successful at getting NELSM's name out there. I hope you had a great time! I'll be in touch!!

At the 2004 Fall BLYO meeting at California Lutheran University, the BLYO passed the statement:

We, the Board of the Lutheran Youth Organization, encourage synod Lutheran Youth Organizations to invite, involve, and engage the Lutheran Student Movement-USA in synodical and regional youth ministries within the ELCA.  We see LSM, Campus Ministries, and other young adult ministries as vital in sustaining post-high school faith journeys.
The BLYO clearly supports LSM and desires college students to be role models and leaders at their events.  LSM’s best outreach goes beyond simply handing out brochures and yo-yos.  LSM’s best outreach is ministry.

The first several years I was involved with LSM, I thought the best I could do was hand out brochures and yo-yos and email campus pastors.  LSM was better known through out the region; I encourage you to do as much of this type of outreach as you are able.

If you are able to work with Outdoor Ministries, Youth Event Planning Committees, and Synod/District Staff for the purpose of serving Christ, you should notice that LSM will gain respect and recognition for their ministry.  I now believe ministry produces the best outreach.
