IMOK REGIONAL CONSTITUTION

LUTHERAN STUDENT MOVEMENT USA

November 2, 2002

PREAMBLE

We, students, recognizing our identity in the Christian faith, as confessed by the Lutheran churches, and living in a creative and dynamic relationship with those churches, frame this constitution to inform and empower a faithful witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ, both in the academic community, and the world around us, to which God calls local communities of faith in our world.

ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of this organization shall be Lutheran Student Movement USA, hereinafter referred to as LSM-USA, Indiana, Lower Michigan, Ohio, and Kentucky Region, hereinafter referred to as IMOK.

ARTICLE II – PURPOSES

Whereas IMOK is a region of LSM-USA, the purpose of IMOK shall be in cooperation and conjunction with the stated purposes of LSM-USA, namely:

A. To support and advance the strengthening and development of the faith and life of the believer through participation in the Community of Word and Sacrament;

B. To advance the understanding of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and its implications for the professional and occupational life of the believer in the world, and especially in the sphere of higher education;

C. To enable and enlighten participation of believers in the serving ministry of Christ in the world;

D. To provide for the expression of fellowship in Christ, as well as the social and intellectual concerns of campuses and communities of the entire world;

E. To encourage active participation in the life and mission of the Lutheran churches;

F. To promote Lutheran unity in every possible way; and

G. To communicate and cooperate with fellow Christians in ecumenical and multicultural concerns, and to provide opportunities for encounter with and witness to non-Christian persons and groups.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

The membership of IMOK shall consist of such groups and individuals as subscribe to the purposes stated above and qualify for membership as follows: 

A. Individual membership of IMOK shall consist of any student, as defined in Article I of the Bylaws, who is recognized to be affiliated with one or more instructional programs of any institution of post-secondary education that lie within the boundaries of the IMOK region.  These boundaries are recognized as the states of Indiana, Lower Michigan, Ohio, and Kentucky.

B. Honorary membership shall consist of those persons who, in the judgment of the Regional Legislative Assembly or Executive Committee, have made a significant contribution toward the realization of the purposes of IMOK or LSM-USA.

C. Each member school of IMOK, as defined by Article I-D of the Constitution, present at the Regional Legislative Assembly, shall be permitted two (2) votes per issue and ballot.  If there is only one representative from a member school present at the Regional Legislative Assembly, that school shall have one (1) vote per issue and ballot.

D. School membership in IMOK shall be obtained by affiliation with LSM-USA or by participation in an IMOK retreat in progress within the past year.

ARTICLE IV – THE BIANNUAL REGIONAL RETREATS

The IMOK Executive Committee, according to ARTICLE V of the Constitution, in conjunction with the Regional Legislative Assembly shall be responsible for the execution of two annual regional retreats designed to assist LSM-USA in the achievement of its stated purposes.  Each retreat, hereinafter referred to as the Fall Retreat and Spring Retreat, shall be open to all members of IMOK.  Notice of a regional retreat shall be given in writing to all member groups at least sixty (60) days prior to the regional retreat.  The Fall Retreat shall be the first weekend of November, and the Spring Retreat shall be the first weekend of April, unless Easter falls on this weekend.  Any additional retreats or sponsored activities may take place with the approval of the Regional Legislative Assembly.

ARTICLE V – THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Between the meetings of the Regional Legislative Assembly, the Executive Committee, whose powers, and duties are listed below, shall manage the affairs of IMOK.  The manner of elections and other powers are specified in Article III of the Bylaws.  The Executive Committee shall consist of the following officers:

A. The President, who shall convene and preside over the meetings of the Regional Legislative Assembly and of the Regional Council, and shall execute the will of the Regional Legislative Assembly between its meetings.  The President shall also represent IMOK on the LSM-USA National Council;

B. The Vice President/Treasurer, who shall keep the financial records, manage the financial affairs of IMOK, and arrange and announce all Executive meetings, as well as assisting the President and presiding in the President’s absence;

C. The Secretary, who shall conduct the correspondence of the Regional Legislative Assembly and of the Regional Council, keep accurate records of the meetings of those two bodies, maintain a permanent documentary record of IMOK, and maintain a regional mailing list;

D. The Secretary for International and Multicultural Concerns, hereinafter referred to as SIMC, shall work to create a welcoming environment for international students and students of color, and provide educational opportunities for multicultural concerns within the IMOK region.  The IMOK SIMC will work in conjunction with the LSM-USA SIMC; and
E. The Director of Outreach, who shall coordinate and support all outreach efforts of the IMOK Region, maintain contact information and information pertaining to major events at which IMOK can outreach, support and assist state and college outreach coordinators, keep executive council informed of all IMOK outreach events, and suggest new and better ways to outreach.
ARTICLE VI – THE REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

The power of IMOK shall be vested in the Regional Legislative Assembly, which shall meet in conjunction with the biannual regional retreats and the LSM-USA National Gathering.  The Regional Legislative Assembly shall consist of members as outlined in ARTICLE III of the Constitution.

ARTICLE VII – THE REGIONAL COUNCILS

The Regional Council shall exist primarily as a forum for discussion and dispersion of information. Its function and membership are specified below.

A. The Regional Council shall serve as an open forum for the discussion and dispersion of information.  It has no policy-making power but may recommend action to the Regional Legislative Assembly.

B. The members of the Regional Council shall consist of the Executive Committee, members of the committees of IMOK, one representative from each member state, the advisors of IMOK, and any other person(s) designated by the Executive Committee.  The Regional Council meetings shall remain open to any other person who would want to attend.

C. The Regional Council may be convened by majority vote of the Regional Legislative Assembly or by the Executive Committee.

D. Each member state shall select one representative to the Regional Council.  This person shall be responsible for reporting information from the Regional Council meeting to the other members of the representative’s state.

ARTICLE VIII – RETREAT HOSTS

The host schools shall be selected in accordance with ARTICLE V of the Bylaws and approved by the Regional Legislative Assembly, at the Fall Retreat for the Fall and Spring Retreats for the following academic year.  The host schools shall set up and execute their respective retreat and clear the way for all details therein involved, and shall be responsible to the President.  

ARTICLE IX – COMMITTEES

A. The establishment of committees other than the planning committees shall be the province of either the Regional Legislative Assembly or the Executive Committee.

B. The appointment and instruction of committees shall be the province of the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE X – AUTHORITY

A. The Constitution and Bylaws of LSM-USA shall supersede the authority of this constitution.

B. In all matters not covered by its Constitution and Bylaws, Robert’s Rules of Order as most recently revised shall govern IMOK.

ARTICLE XI – AMMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended by a vote of a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Regional Legislative Assembly, provided that notice of each proposed amendment shall have been given in writing to all member groups at least thirty (30) days prior to the Regional Legislative Assembly.

