IMOK REGIONAL BYLAWS

LUTHERAN STUDENT MOVEMENT USA

November 2, 2002
ARTICLE I – DEFINITION OF “STUDENT”

A student is any person who is attending an institution of higher learning or fulfills one of the following requirements:

1. Cooperative education

2. Graduation in the year prior to a retreat or assembly

3. Leave of absence/deferral

4. Student teaching/internship

5. Matriculation (university paid student status)

ARTICLE II – ADVISORS

A. The Regional Legislative Assembly shall select two advisors from among campus ministry personnel within the region who serve two-year terms.  Multiple terms may be held, but not served consecutively.  One advisor shall be selected each year to assume office at the final worship of the Fall Retreat.

B. The Advisor’s role is to support the efforts of the Executive Committee, promote IMOK, LSM, and their events, and to pray for LSM and its members.  

C. Additional advisors shall include any LSM National Staffperson(s) and any other person(s) whom the Executive Committee may deem necessary.

ARTICLE III – THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A. The President, Vice President/Treasurer, Secretary, SIMC, and Director of Outreach shall be elected in a secret ballot by vote of a majority of the Regional Legislative Assembly, and shall assume office at the final worship service of the Fall Regional Retreat.  If a majority is not reached on the first ballot, a second ballot shall be cast consisting of the two (2) nominees of highest vote from the first ballot.  There shall be no more than two persons on the Executive Committee from any one school.

B. The President shall assume responsibilities on the LSM-USA National Council beginning at the end of the LSM-USA National Assembly following the election, through the next LSM-USA National Assembly.  In the interval between the IMOK Fall Retreat and the LSM-USA National Assembly, the newly elected President will serve solely as the head of the region.  The outgoing President will be an advising member of the Executive Committee while completing the duties of the LSM-USA National Councilperson and training the newly elected President.

C. The SIMC shall preferably be a person of color or person whose first language is other than English.

D. Non-voting advisors, as defined in Article II of the Bylaws, shall be invited to join the executive committee, as well as any other person(s) so designated by the Regional Legislative Assembly or the Executive Committee.

E. The Executive Committee shall meet at each of the biannual regional retreats.  Additional meetings may be called at the discretion of the President or at the request of at least two other members of the Executive Committee.

F. Encouragement of active membership in LSM-USA is the responsibility of the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE IV – NEWSLETTER

A. The name of the IMOK newsletter shall be “The IMOK Zealot…because we are crazy about the Word of God.”

B. To facilitate communication within the region, at least two issues of “The Zealot” must be distributed per year: one between the beginning of the school year and the Fall Retreat, and one between the National Assembly and the Spring retreat.
C. The name of the newsletter has been chosen to reflect IMOK’s purpose as stated in the Constitution.  In Romans 12-14, Paul writes about Christian living and this closely parallels the purposes and goals of IMOK.  “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” (Romans 12:11)

ARTICLE V – RETREAT HOST SELECTION

A. The retreat host selection is by voluntary self-nominations

B. If more than one school volunteers to host a retreat, the school who has not hosted a retreat for the longest period of time shall be the host.

C. If two or more schools who have never hosted a retreat volunteer, they shall be given a maximum of three (3) minutes to present to the Regional Legislative Assembly why they would like to host the retreat in question.  The Regional Legislative Assembly shall choose the retreat host from among these schools by a majority vote;

D. Records of the retreat hosts shall be maintained by the Executive Council to aid in this selection process.
ARTICLE VI– QUORUM

For the Regional Legislative Assembly, the members present at the deliberative session shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VII– AUTHORITY

A. The Constitution and Bylaws of LSM-USA shall supersede the authority of these Bylaws.

B. In all matters not covered by its Constitution and Bylaws, Robert’s Rules of Order as most recently revised shall govern IMOK.

ARTICLE VIII– AMENDMENTS

These Bylaws may be amended by a vote of a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Regional Legislative Assembly, provided that notice of each proposed amendment shall have been given in writing to all member groups at least thirty (30) days prior to the Regional Legislative Assembly.

