LSM-USA’s Breaking Out! Fact Sheet


Facts about LSM’s Newest Ministry, Breaking Out!:





Breaking Out! is NOT a normal alternative spring break trip.





Breaking Out! is the ONLY National Lutheran alternative spring break service trip that encompasses theological reflection and social ministry training.





Breaking Out! will have social workers presenting the most effective ways to help improve society.  





Breaking Out! will also incorporate Pastors and Theologians who will direct the theological reflections on service.





Breaking Out! will take place during 3 consecutive “peak weeks” for Collegiate Spring Breaks.





Breaking Out! will engage 30 students each week.





Breaking Out will take place in Atlanta, Georgia





Fundraising Goal: $150,000 by January 1st 2006





Thrivent Challenge Grant allows for matching funds up to $62,500





The $150,000 will sustain Breaking Out for 2 years and start a $25,000 endowment





Participants will pay the same amount regardless of travel costs





Funds are being raised by students all across the country





Breaking Out! will be LSM’s second ministry which gathers students from all parts of the country





Attendance at previous LSM events is not a necessary requirement to participate in Breaking Out!


 


Breaking Out! will attempt to include as many different schools and as much geographic diversity as possible.�


No wet t-shirt contests!








Why Young Adult Ministry is Important:





Between 2003 and 2004, more than 70,000 Lutheran High School Students attended National Youth Gatherings





Between 2003 and 2004 less than 1,000 Lutheran College Students attended National College Gatherings





Average age of an American: 34





Average age of an American Lutheran: 54.





Only a small percentage of confirmands remain active in the church more than a few weeks after their confirmation





Only a small percentage of high school graduates remain active in the church when they leave home 








Bishop Payne of the New England Synod, Bishop Bouman of the Metro New York Synod, President Benke of the Atlantic District, and Presiding Bishop of the ELCA Mark Hanson all support Breaking Out!





LSM’s Young Adult Ministry:





LSM is not new.  Its predecessor LSAA (Lutheran Student Association of America) was created in 1922, and in 1969 dissolved and reemerged as LSM-USA





LSM is bold.  In 1980, LSM-USA became the first Reconciling in Christ Organization





LSM is Independent.  LSM-USA is student led, and is not a part of any National Lutheran Church body; LSM-USA is a Pan-Lutheran organization.





LSM is ecumenical. It is associated and involved with Council of Ecumenical Christian Student Ministries and World Student Christian Federation.





LSM has ministries at the National, Regional, and local levels





In the past 10 years, 350 to 550 students per year have gathered at LSM-USA’s New Year’s Gathering





LSM has 12 regions based on geographical location











