
 Greetings to you 

all from the National Coun-

cil of Lutheran Student 

Movement (LSM)!  It has 

truly been a blessing for us 

to come together and serve 

you and be a part of the 

mission of our Lord, Christ 

Jesus.  We are looking for-

ward to yet another awe-

some year of 

LSM.  

First off, a big thanks goes 

out to all who attended our 

National Gathering in Den-

ver, Colorado this winter.  

We certainly had a wonder-

ful time gathering for wor-

ship, fellowship, education, 

and discussion among such 

a diverse and fun group of 

students and staff.  Another 

thanks goes out to all of you 

who participated in the elec-

tions of your regional repre-

sentatives and executive 

committee officers.  The 

people you have serving 

you are some of the best 

skilled and passionate lead-

ers I have ever been given 

the opportunity to work 

with.  Finally, I want to 

share with you what we 

have in store for you this 

year through the movement 

that is LSM. 

 This year we are 

looking at restructuring our 

organization.  We have 

found that over the past 

several years, LSM has 

been losing its meaning and 

relevance to the lives and 

faith journeys of college 

students.  We are in the 

process of redefining our 

identity as a movement and 

as a ministry of Christ.  At 

our National Council Meet-

ing in February, we spent a 

great deal of time looking at 

first, “What LSM means to 

us or purpose it serves on a 

national, a regional, a local, 

and personal level.”  These 

responses ranged from stu-

dent leadership develop-

ment to providing opportu-

nities to growth in faith to 

ways to connect Lutheran 

students across the country.  

Second, we looked at “How 

we express or communicate 

our purpose; what do we 

actually do?”  We found 

that events such as the Na-

tional Gathering, Breaking 

Out!, regional retreats, and 

local events fulfilled what 

we saw as our mission.  

Finally, we interrogated 

what we believe LSM 

“should” look like, in order 

to improve upon our already 

established model. 
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Letter From the President 

Reflection from Amy Kuchenreuther 
 Love, fellowship, 

and good clean fun.  These 

three aspects have kept me 

involved in LSM these past 

three years and continue to 

make LSM an important 

factor in my religious and 

social day-to-day life.  

LSM has been a place for 

me to comfortably share 

my faith with fellow stu-

dents, but it is also a place 

for me to be myself and 

have a lot of fun with peo-

ple I know won’t judge me 

for being whacky. 

 

In attending the annual 

National Gatherings, I have 

gained friendships with 

Lutheran students all over 

the nation.  These relation-

ships are important to me 

because I know that I have 

friends who can relate to 

how I’m feeling at each 

milestone of my faith jour-

ney.  Sometimes these 

friends have already been 

through where I am along 

my path and can offer ad-

vice, and sometimes their 

mere presence, their listen-

ing, and their understand-

ing helps me to know that I 

am not alone and that 

someone cares about me 

and my relationship with 

God. 

 Not only do these 

relationships help me spiri-

tually, but I also enjoy hav-

ing friends from all over 

the U.S.  LSM has been a 

great way to learn about 

different parts of America 

from people who would 

know – the people who live 

there.  Socially, LSM con-

nects people who have 

common interests, but 

maybe coming from a dif-

ferent viewpoint, (page 2) N
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cially interact, playing board games, 

watching movies, etc., but what I’ve 

found is that more often than not, our 

conversation involves our faith.  It’s so 

comfortable to discuss faith in this set-

ting, and I take it for granted that other 

schools might not have such a strong 

campus group.  This is where regional 

and national LSM plays an important 

role. 

 I’ve found that students, who 

may not have a large Lutheran student 

group at their home school, can still find 

this support in the friends they meet 

through LSM at large.  This is a blessing, 

and watching individual relationships 

within LSM grow stronger over time, 

building in trust and compassion, has 

helped me to feel more comfortable in 

my faith.  People care about one another 

in LSM, and this ever-present support 

network continues to make LSM an im-

portant aspect of my faith journey. 

which has helped me in finding new ideas 

for my local Lutheran Campus Ministry. 

 The dynamic between local, 

individual school-based ministry, and that 

of LSM, both regionally and nationally, 

has also been of interest to me.  Serving 

as the regional representative of the Blue 

Ridge Region this year, I can appreciate 

each level of this dynamic.  At UNC-CH, 

where I attend school, our campus minis-

try is very strong, and I feel at home with 

my friends and campus pastor.  Our cam-

pus center is a place where we can so-

What we really need this year is YOU!  To 

remain relevant in this changing world, we 

need your input. Whether you are a cam-

pus staff person or a student makes no 

difference.  What we need is your input. 

Please tell us what LSM means to you and 

how we can be better!  Please send me, 

Craig Talmage (lsmpresident@gmail.com) 

or Mike Yeutter (yeutter@wisc.edu), chair 

of our Leadership and Evangelism team an 

email with your LSM story. Or, feel free 

to write an article for the national newslet-

ter about what LSM means to you. Arti-

cles are to be submitted to Jess Messner 

(jmessner@ashland.edu). Either way, we 

would love to hear your thoughts as we 

work to revitalize and redefine our move-

ment.   In closing, I am looking forward to 

seeing what God has in store for LSM this 

year. 

God Bless, 

Craig Talmage 

LSM-USA President 

tries across the country. Besides being 

connected to Lutheran students all across 

the country, LSM provides students with 

the chance to take on leadership roles. 

The neat thing about LSM is that every-

one, even if they aren’t in a formal lead-

ership position, has a voice. Essentially, 

LSM provides all members with the 

chance to play an active role in the move-

 Lutheran Student Movement is 

our ministry, because LSM is both stu-

dent led and student empowered. Like 

many students, I am actively involved 

with my local campus ministry, LCM. 

While I enjoy participating in LCM on 

my campus, LSM provides me with an-

other opportunity, and that is to be in a 

partnership with other Lutheran minis-

ment. LSM has given me a place to go to 

explore leadership in ministry and to 

continue my faith journey that only really 

began seven years ago. I have been an 

active member of LSM for only two 

years, but I have found that I have grown 

a great love and connection to this or-

ganization of like-minded students from 

across the country. 
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Reflection from Amy Kuchenreuther (cont.) 

Letter From the President (cont.) 

Empowering Students by Tony Rhodes 

NEW FRONTIERS  

 Lutheran Student Movement 

(LSM) is the voice of college students in 

the Lutheran church.  We gather at na-

tional and regional gatherings to worship, 

Lutheran Friends by Mike Yeutter 

learn, and network.  LSM connects all 

Lutheran Campus Ministries and opens 

many paths of communication.  I have 

really enjoyed the new friendships that 

have come from LSM.  Lutheran Student 

Movement has also allowed me to grow 

as a leader in the church. 
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Throughout my pre-college 

years, faith had always been in the pic-

ture. I went to Sunday school, sang as a 

worship leader, volunteered for service 

projects, and basically was fairly solid in 
my faith. As I entered college, I had 

hoped to bring some of this with me but 

new surroundings and everything sort of 

piling up at once seemed to put my faith 

on the back burner. Something always 

felt like it was missing, but I just wasn’t 

able to sit back and figure it out. 

 This same pattern continued 

through my sophomore year. I would go 

to church back home on weekends, but 

as far as pursuing faith at college, I had a 

very difficult time putting it into my 

schedule. Thing’s didn’t turn around 

until my junior year when my younger 

brother came to school at Bemidji State 

University. He had been learning how to 

play guitar for a year and was invited to 

play with the LCM worship band on 

campus. After he attended a few ser-

vices, he invited me to come along. 
Right at that point I felt a change hap-

pening in me. I soon talked with a friend 

at another school and found out that 

there was an LSM retreat that would 

allow both of us to hang out together. I 

soon agreed and signed up for the re-

treat. 

 The day of the retreat rolled 

around, and we got in our little caravan 

and headed down to the retreat. As soon 

as we parked and got out of the cars, the 

energy that filled the camp started to 

push me in the right direction.  I met up 

with my friend from high school, met 

some of his friends from his campus 

ministry group and felt connections 

starting to grow. 

 I had been to worship services 

and church camps in the past, and I’d 

usually feel something working in me 
while I was there, but really never felt a 

true connection. This time felt different, 

and as we got ready for board elections I 

disconnected from the faith community. 

But, once I found LSM, I felt the spirit 

working in my life in amazing ways. If 

it wasn’t for LSM, I fear that my faith 

life would be suffering right now. It is 

great to get together with other students 

 Before I went off to college, 

my father said to me, “Jessica, make 

sure you get involved with the religious 

life program at your school. It will make 

a world of a difference.”  It wasn’t until 

I got to school that I realized just how 

right he was. Before I found LSM, I felt 

who share my passion for the Lord. Es-

sentially, I have found a home in LSM. 
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Reconnecting with Faith by Bob Stein 

LSM Saves Another by Jess Messner 

ended up being nomi-

nated for the position 

of SIMC. I honestly 

didn’t even know what 

those four letters stood 

for, let alone what it would involve, but I 

accepted the nomination. As if it were 

meant to be, I ended up being the only 

nominee for the position so I was elected 

unopposed. My brother stepped up and 
was nominated as well. He won the Min-

nesota Representative position. Almost 

as if it were a set of dominoes, my friend 

stood up and was nominated and elected 

as the South Dakota Representative. It’s 

a small world after all. 

 Ever since that first retreat, my 

faith has grown. I have found myself 

being more proactive about sharing my 

faith and not being so intimidated about 

what I believe versus what someone else 

might disagree with. The friendships I 

have formed have allowed me to connect 

with people all across the nation, and the 

feelings of being lost seem to have sub-

sided and I now can walk with more 

certainty in my step. LSM has given me 

the opportunity of a lifetime, and I be-

lieve that it truly is a very critical bridge 

between our faith as teenagers to build-

ing the foundation of our faith for the 

rest of our lives. I owe a lot to my 

brother for inviting me to come along, 

and I am very thankful for LSM to allow 

me the chance to grow and reconnect 

with my faith. 



Mountain Region (consisting of Wyo-

ming, Utah, and Colorado, with six active 

schools) and the Desert Southwest Re-

gion (consisting of Arizona, New Mex-

ico, and Western Texas, with five active 

schools.) As the new president of the 

‘New’ region, I have had the privilege of 

overseeing all the setup that it takes to 

make up a new region. Some of it has 

been tedious (remaking the letterhead, 

listserv, and writing up a new constitu-

tion) and some of it has been more time 

consuming (changing the name of the 

bank account and applying for non-profit 

status.) It’s all getting done and our re-

gion is really showing growth! 

 We had a wonderful spring ski 

trip in Northern Arizona this past January 

with a great turn out! We stayed on the 

floor of a church (the best place to be!) 

and had the option of skiing, snowboard-

ing, or sledding.  We have a few more 

retreats coming up this year, including a 

beach trip in California and a trip to the 

Albuquerque International Balloon Fi-

esta! We have learned that nothing brings 

a region closer together than snow, sun-

burns, and New Mexican breakfast burri-

tos at 4:30 AM on a Saturday! 

 On behalf of my region, I want 

to thank each and every member of Lu-

theran Student Movement on approving 

our resolution to split our region. We all 

appreciate it quite a bit. I know some 

thought the proposal came out of left 

field. At the National Gathering, I had 

overheard one student from one of the 

Atlantic coast regions ask one of my 

schoolmates what we had hoped to 

achieve at the national gathering this past 

year, and she responded quite candidly 

with “Oh, we are here to break up the 

region!” After a bit of explanation, he 

understood the humor in it. 

 So, thanks again for all of your 

love and support, and we here in the de-

sert wish you a wonderful year! We can’t 

wait to see what this upcoming year 

brings for our region and LSM as a 

whole! 

 At the National Gathering this 

past December in Denver, we passed a 

resolution splitting the Rocky Mountain 

Region (RMR) in two, which was a God-

send! Within the RMR, we have had a 

few running jokes. One being that in the 

act of driving to a regional retreat, we 

could start out in 100 degree weather and 

having it getting down to 45 degrees and 

then it getting back up to 100 degrees by 

the time we had reached our destination. 

We also have one about how some 

schools were spending more time in the 

car navigating windy mountain roads 

than actually being at the retreat. 

(Unfortunately, neither were jokes.) We 

even took the steps to write a resolution 

at the regional level dictating where the 

retreats were to be held to cut down on 

travel time. It got to the point where some 

schools were no longer participating due 

to travel times and travel dangers, and 

even though the sub-regional retreats 

were quite popular, the actual regional 

retreat was under-attended, or cancelled. 

Now things are different! Now, we have 

been split into two regions, the Rocky 

 It all started a little over a year 

ago. I was sitting in the kitchen of our 

LCM house, listening to my Campus 

Pastor, my brother, and another "LSM-

er" trying to convince me that I should go 

on this little "outing" with them. Let's just 

say I was extremely reluctant to go to the 

Gathering in New Orleans; I wouldn't 

know anyone and didn't have the slightest 

clue of what LSM even was. On the other 

hand, the idea of spending a few days in a 

hotel with a bunch of rowdy college stu-

dents had some appeal. With a lot of co-

ercing, I finally bought my plane ticket 

and signed up to attend the Gathering; 

and so began my journey with LSM. Af-

ter serving as the Pac-SW regional repre-

sentative for a year, I moved to my cur-

rent position where I serve as the LSM-

USA Secretary. I've grown to love LSM, 

the work that we do, and the people in-

volved. I can't thank the people who 

pushed me to get involved with this or-

ganization enough. In my eyes, LSM is 

the voice of Lutheran College students 

across the Nation. LSM brings peers to-

gether to grow in faith, love, and devo-

tion toward God and one another.  
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Building a Region the Fun Way by Katie Gorin 

Reluctant but not Regretful by Julie Rower 

NEW FRONTIERS  
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LATCH (Lutherans Acting to Correct 

Housing) and a spring retreat with a 

theme of Stress.  We’ve had great atten-

dance and participation from all active 

schools; in addition, we’ve gotten in-

volvement from new schools.  We leave 

retreats not wanting to say goodbye to 

our new friends but only hoping to see 

them again soon.  Comments such as ‘this 

was the best weekend I’ve had all semes-

ter’ encourage us to keep up the work and 

dedication.  As we’ve just installed our 

new council for the year, I again look 

forward to another great year.  We will be 

setting many goals for ourselves this year 

and really hope to add an extra boost to 

GALSM.  Here at the University of Geor-

gia, which I graduated from in December, 

we have been continuing to work on 

helping our campus ministry establish 

itself and grow as it is a very new minis-

try.  I look forward to continuing to help 

LSM grow and achieve the goals we have 

set for ourselves this year.  God Bless. 

 As I began my second term as 

the GALSM president I was excited to 

work with another National Council as 

well as a regional one. LSM has meant so 

much to me.  It has been a great opportu-

nity to grow and share in my faith with 

others as well as a chance to make amaz-

ing lifelong friends and connections all 

over the country!   I’ve been blessed with 

this opportunity to work regionally with a 

council that has worked so hard to put on 

two amazing retreats last year.  A fall 

service retreat where we worked with 

 At the last Lutheran Student 

Movement National Council meeting the 

PR & Marketing committee came up with 

a new slogan for LSM: “Student led, 

Christ driven.” In my opinion, this new 

slogan sums up the two essential “pillars” 

of LSM. Without these two ideals LSM is 

no longer the organization that we have 

grown to love. LSM, like all college 

groups whether faith based or other wise, 

has an inherent factor of change. Mem-

bership rolls over almost completely after 

4 years. Student leadership and the focus 

on Christ are the two constants of LSM. 

Growing up as a Boy Scout I was accus-

tomed to holding leadership positions in 

my troop and at district level camps; 

however, in college I was unable to find 

something to fill that void until I found 

LSM. LSM has given me the opportunity 

to glorify God with my gifts not only in 

my local church but at a National level! I 

want to encourage all of you to consider 

what LSM truly means to you and talk to 

your leaders about it, because LSM is 

YOUR movement. We can make it what-

ever we want to make it; it’s all up to 

you. And if you feel passionately enough 

about what you want LSM to be, then get 

involved in the leadership and help to 

make things happen. There is no better 

way to grow in your faith than to help 

others grow in theirs. 

To Me LSM is friends 

Friends I met as a student on campus 

Friends I met at national gatherings 

Friends that took me on a wild and crazy 

faith journey 

That brings me to where I am today. 

Thanks LSM! 
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GALSM Update by Erin Chonka 

New Slogan Sums it up by Brian Rower 

What LSM Means to Me by Laurie FoxPetrov 



Lutheran Student Movement (LSM) is a student led, Christ driven organi-

zation that connects university and college students nationally, region-

ally, and locally. LSM gives students the opportunity to grow together in 

Christ through worship, learning opportunities, service projects, and 

community building. Following in the Lutheran tradition we are always 

exploring new opportunities in faith and reevaluating ourselves as an 

organization. As a united body, we provide a voice of university and col-

lege students to the larger church, and we develop students to be the fu-

ture leaders of the church. LSM encourages students to meet new people 

and grow strong friendships and relationships. We are a faith community 

that encourages and supports participation at all levels of the movement 

and welcomes any and all students!  

8765 West Higgins Road 
Chicago, Illinois 60631-4194 

LUTHERAN STUDENT  MOVEMENT  
USA 

given me the opportunity to serve in 

many different capacities and to grow as 

a leader.  If it weren’t for LSM I would 

not be who I am today, and my faith in 

 LSM, to me, is the substance 

that holds all the Lutheran college minis-

tries together.  It has provided me a place 

to meet some of my best friends.  It has 

Christ would never have become so 

strong. 

Strength from LSM by Craig Talmage 

Phone: 773-380-2852 
E-mail: lsm.usa@elca.org 

Student Led, Christ Driven 

www.LSM-USA.org 

do we want us to be”. 

 If we can continue to ask the 

former question, and with all seriousness 

not just give the answer, but live the an-

swer, then we shall indeed be truly 

blessed. Then the Holy Spirit will flow 

through us as the avalanche that changes 

the landscape everywhere her touch is 

felt. We shall transcend mediocrity and 

rise up, everywhere we go, disciples of 

our Lord Jesus. We shall forget about 

making a difference in the world and 

insist on making this world different; top 

to bottom, bones to bones. 

 We will not just make a change 

here and there but all of it shall be trans-

formed by the power of God. Not just the 

Lutheran Student Movement or the 

ELCA, but every community we come in 

contact with, every campus community 

 You in the Lutheran Student 

Movement are in a time of transition, but 

this doesn’t worry me, nor should it 

worry you, because the world itself is in 

transition and Jesus has sent us into the 

world. What else can we expect? You are 

in the midst of answering the most funda-

mental questions basic to every Christian 

body since that Most Holy Day of Pente-

cost; “Who are we as Children of God?” 

and “Who are we as the Body of Christ?” 

 These are serious questions, and 

we must have serious answers. Now, 

there is a helpful and an unhelpful way of 

asking these questions. In what little time 

I have been involved as representative for 

the Rocky Mountain Region, I have seen 

tremendous interest in asking the useful 

form, “who does God want us to be” 

rather than it’s useless counterpart, “who 

across the face of my region and yours, 

across all of North America and to the 

very ends of the world. And then like 

Jacob, the world will awake from her 

sleep, rub her eyes and say “Surely the 

LORD is in this place and we did not 
know it.” But we know it now.  

(Gen. 28:17)  

Transition by Jacob Dunn 



 

 

 BECOMING GOOD STEWARDS OF GOD’S  CREATION 

 
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,  

     the world, and all who live in it;  

for he founded it upon the seas        

     and established it upon the waters. 

            Psalm 24:1-2 

LSM National Service Project—2008 

It’s about time we come together across the Nation, as the body of Lutheran Student Movement 

USA and do something about the problems facing the earth today. 

 Hence, this year’s National Service Project:  

Go Green 2008! 

The idea is to work with your  

fellow LSMer’s on the local level 

to ‘greenify’ yourselves, your 

homes, and the neighborhood 

around you (maybe even your 

LCM!). With all of us doing this 

across the country, we could 

really make a change for the  

better. So, get out there and serve 

the Lord by ministering to the 

earth all around you! 

Water! 

A large part of the world gets 

by on 2.5 gal. of water/day, 
whereas the average Ameri-

can use 80gal/day with bath-
ing, cleaning, cooking and in 
using toilets. 

 
What you can do…. 

-Use low-volume or dual flush 
toilets...or modify your cur-
rent toilet by placing jugs 

filled with water in the tank; 
this will displace the water, 

causing your toilet to flush 
with less water. 
-Turn off water while brushing 

your teeth 
-Only run the washer and dish 

washer when you have full 
loads 

-Quit drinking bottled water! 
It takes water just to make 
those bottles 

-Use recycled Paper—
55% of water is saved 

from producing recy-
cled paper in compari-
son to new paper 

 

Energy! 

-Use CFLs!!! Compact 

florescent bulbs use about 
 1/4 as much energy and  

last much longer 
*Turn off the lights in rooms* 

*when you leave!* 

   -Standard incandescent: Turn 
off no matter how long you’ll be 

out of the room 
   -CFLs: Turn off if you leave 
the room for 3+ minutes 

   -Standard fluorescent: Turn 
off if you leave for 15 minutes 

or more 
*Use Green Power!* 

     Many utility companies offer 

a green power option.  You’ll 
pay a few dollars more each 

month, but you’ll be supporting 
energy that comes from renew-

able resources (wind, solar, or 
biogas) Other Easy Ways to ‘Greenify’ Your Life: 

-buy produce, coffee, milk, etc. that has traveled 

as little distance as possible and reuse your bags at 
the store 
-carpool, ride your bike, walk or take public trans-

portation to your destination! 

For more info on how you can go green visit this site: 

http://www.treehugger.com/gogreen.php 

 

Let us know what you’re doing to go green! 
Email pictures and notes about what you and your friends are doing on 

the local level to make a difference. They could appear in our newsletter 
for the Fall!!  

 (Julie.rower@gmail.com subject: lsmserviceproject08) 


